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Human Trafficking:
Two Major Types

Sex
Trafficking

Labor
Trafficking
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In 2019, the
National Center for
Missing and Exploited
Children(NCMEC)
assisted law
enforcement and
families with more
than 29,000 cases of
missing children

Case type:
• 91 percent endangered runaways.
• 4 percent family abductions.
• 4 percent critically missing young
adults, ages 18 to 20.
• Less than 1 percent nonfamily
abductions.
• 1 percent lost, injured or otherwise
missing children.
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Sex Trafficking Types
Familial trafficking-when family members allow their children to
be sexually exploited in exchange for something of value, money,
drugs, rent etc.
Pimp controlled trafficking-occurs when an individual controls a
victim engaged in commercial sex acts.
Gang controlled trafficking- Differs from pimp controlled in that
the entire gang controls the victim.
Survival sex trafficking-victims exchange sexual services for
food, cell phone or a place to stay.

What Does a Victim/Survivor Look Like?

Bound by Ropes/
Duct Tape

Chained/ Caged

Male/ Female
Foreign/US
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What is(early)Relational Trauma?
“the range of of maltreatment, interpersonal violence,
abuse, assault, and neglect experiences encountered
by children and adolescents, including familial, physical,
sexual, emotional, abuse and incest; community, peer,
and school-based assault, molestation, and severe
bullying; severe physical, medical, and emotional
neglect; witnessing domestic violence; as well as the
impact of serious and pervasive disruptions in
caregiving as a consequence of severe caregiver
mental illness, substance abuse, criminal involvement,
or abrupt separation or traumatic loss."

Dr. Karyn Purvis: 5 B’s of Relational Trauma
Behavior
Beliefs
Body
Biology
Brain

ACES
Adverse childhood experiences, or ACEs, are potentially traumatic events
that occur in childhood (0-17 years). For example:
•
experiencing violence, abuse, or neglect
•
witnessing violence in the home or community
•
having a family member attempt or die by suicide
Also included are aspects of the child’s environment that can undermine
their sense of safety, stability, and bonding, such as growing up in a
household with:
•
substance use problems
•
mental health problems
•
instability due to parental separation or household members being in
jail or prison

ACES and CST
Youth victims of trafficking violations have the
HIGHEST RATES of adverse childhood experiences
(ACE) above the general population of youth and
offending youth, making them particularly
vulnerable to re-victimization throughout
adulthood and in most need of psychological
services.
•

Youth Arrested For Trading Sex Have the Highest Rates of Childhood Adversity: A statewide Study of Juvenile Offenders: Sexual Abuse. A Journal
of Research and Treatment 1-15. 2015
Rachel Naramore, Melissa Bright, Nathan Epps, and Nancy S. Hardt
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Frustrating Behavior

Why Mississippi?
• Centrally located b/t Memphis,
•

•
•
•

New Orleans, Atlanta, Dallas
Criss-crossed by major
interstates
Border major waterways: Gulf
of Mexico & MS River
Mixture of urban & rural areas
Hospitality industry:

• Tourism 6.51 Billion in MS
• Casinos
• Hotels
• Restaurants

• Agriculture 7.25 Billion Dollar
in MS number & 1 industry
• Abundance of factories &
industries requiring shift work
• No shortage of strip clubs &
massage parlors
• MS is the hospitality state:
• Tend to be friendly
w/everyone
• Helpful
• Too polite to say no

• Poverty
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Why Mississippi?
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, the Institute of Medicine and the
National Research Council (2013) identified a
range of risk factors for minor sex trafficking
victims including individual factors such as a
history of maltreatment, homelessness, system
involvement (e.g., juvenile justice, child
welfare), and victims of discrimination;
community factors such as social isolation,
gang involvement and under-resourced schools
and communities; and societal factors such as
lack of awareness about sex trafficking of
minors, sexualization of children, and lack of
resources.

Poverty:

Each of these risk factors is reflected in
demographic descriptors of MS. Kids Count,
the report of child well-being conducted and
published by the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
has named MS as one of the ten worst states
for child well-being.

A State Gang Threat Assessment from MS
2017 identified the 46 most prevalent gangs
operating within MS and linked members of
these gangs to illegal activities to include
human trafficking.

With a poverty rate of 24%, MS is one of the
most poverty-stricken states in the US.
Child Homelessness:
The 2013 Annual Homeless Assessment
Report to Congress compiled by the US
Department of Housing and Urban
Development listed MS as the second worst
state for child homelessness in the country.
Gangs:
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Human Trafficking Act
M.C.A. § 97-3-54 et seq.

Trafficking

Procuring
Involuntary
Servitude

Destruction of
Documents

Procuring
Sexual
Servitude of
Minor
Aiding,
Abetting or
Conspiring
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Procuring Sexual Servitude of
a Minor
M.C.A. 97-3-54.1(1)(c)
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Mandatory Reporting Human
Trafficking
M.C.A. § 97-3-54.1(4)
• Any person with reasonable cause to suspect a minor is a
trafficked person shall report to:
• (1) CPS through the child abuse hotline (1-800-222-8000 or
www.mdcps.ms.gov )
• CPS to immediately notify law enforcement in proper jurisdiction
• CPS to commence investigation into allegations of abuse/neglect

• (2) HT Coordinator at MBI (Ashlee Lucas)
• (601) 987-1671 or ReportHT@dps.ms.gov
• Note: Currently, calling the National Human Trafficking Hotline will also
result in a report to the HT Coordinator.
• National Hotline #1-800-373-7888
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Abused Child
M.C.A. § 43-21-105(m)
“Abused child” means a child:
• whose parent, guardian or custodian or any person responsible for
his care or support, whether legally obligated to do so or not, has
caused or allowed to be caused upon said child sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, commercial sexual exploitation, human trafficking,
emotional abuse, mental injury, non-accidental physical injury or
other maltreatment.
• Provided, however, that physical discipline, including spanking,
performed on a child by a parent, guardian or custodian in a
reasonable manner shall not be deemed abuse under this section.

21

Abused Child
M.C.A. § 43-21-105(m)
“Abused child” means a child:
• whose parent, guardian or custodian or any person responsible for
his care or support, whether legally obligated to do so or not, has
caused or allowed to be caused upon said child sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, commercial sexual exploitation, human trafficking,
emotional abuse, mental injury, non-accidental physical injury or
other maltreatment.
• Provided, however, that physical discipline, including spanking,
performed on a child by a parent, guardian or custodian in a
reasonable manner shall not be deemed abuse under this section.
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Abused Child
M.C.A. § 43-21-105(m)
Abused child” also means:
• A child who is or has been trafficked within the meaning
of the Mississippi Human Trafficking Act by any person
without regard to the relationship of the person to the
child.

(Added in 2016)
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Special Victim’s Unit
MS Bureau of Investigation
• MBI Special Victim’s Unit is comprised of the statewide HT Coordinator,
the HT Intelligence Analyst & 5 HT agents, who are assigned
geographically to northern, central & southern regions.

Ashlee Lucas
HT Coordinator
Cell#: 769-257-4041
E-Mail:
alucas@dps.ms.gov or
ReportHT@dps.ms.gov

Heather Collins
HT Intelligence Analyst
Cell#: 601-503-7432
E-Mail:
heather.collins@dps.m
s.gov

Guy Collins
Supervisory Special
Agent
Cell#: 601-665-2260
E-Mail:
gcollins@dps.ms.gov
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Special Victims Unit
MBI – Northern Region
Special Agent Chaz B. Kennedy
B-74
Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation
Northern Region Special Victims
Unit
1103 Bratton Road
New Albany, MS 38652
Work#: 662-534-8619
Cell#: 662-808-2400
E-mail: ckennedy@dps.ms.gov

Attala
Bolivar
Carroll
Grenada
Holmes
Humphreys
Leflore
Montgomery
Sunflower
Washington

Marshall
Coahoma
Desoto
Lafayette
Panola
Quitman
Tallahatchie
Tate
Tunica
Yalobusha

Tishomingo
Alcorn
Benton
Itawamba
Lee
Pontotoc
Prentiss
Tippah
Union
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Special Victims Unit
MBI – Central Region
Special Agent Torry Potee
Mississippi Bureau of Investigation
Central Region Special Victims Unit
1900 East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Jackson, MS 39216
Cell#: 601-720-7205
E-Mail: tpotee@dps.ms.gov
Special Agent John C. Moore, Jr.
Mississippi Bureau of Investigation
Central Region Special Victims Unit
Starkville, MS
Cell#: 662-418-5098
Email: jcmoore@dps.ms.gov

Madison
Claiborne
Copiah
Hinds
Issaquena
Rankin
Sharkey
Simpson
Warren
Yazoo

Monroe
Calhoun
Chickasaw
Choctaw
Clay
Lowndes
Noxubee
Oktibbeha
Webster
Winston

Kemper
Clarke
Jasper
Lauderdale
Leake
Neshoba
Newton
Scott
Smith

26

Special Victims Unit
MBI – Southern Region

Special Agent Adam Purser
Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation
Southern Region Special
Victims Unit
160 US-84 East
Brookhaven, MS 39601
Cell#: 601 754-5440
Email: JPurser@dps.ms.gov

Covington
Forrest
Greene
Jefferson Davis
Jones
Lamar
Marion
Perry
Wayne

George
Hancock
Harrison
Jackson
Pearl River
Stone

Adams
Amite
Franklin
Jefferson Davis
Lawrence
Lincoln
Pike
Walthall
Wilkinson
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5 men arrested in
Pearl in undercover
HT operation (12/20)
Madison CountyMan sentenced to
40 years in prison
for HT & sexual
battery (9/20)

Two men
arrested for HT
and four victims
recovered in
Lauderdale
County(3/21)

Man arrested for
trafficking 15-yearold girl in
Montgomery
County (12/20)

Three Jackson
Residents Plead Guilty
to Human Trafficking of
15-year-old (1/20)
Mississippi Man (Oxford)
Gets 15 Years for Human
Trafficking (11/19)

6 men arrested for
procuring in North
MS in undercover
HT operation
(11/20)
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IMPACT
January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
The total number of human trafficking reports for this period was 214 with
210 sex trafficking reports and 8 including sex and/or labor trafficking
reports.
Of these cases, 202 victims were reported as potential minors.
The most common type of trafficking reported was familial trafficking.
Familial Trafficking involves victims trafficked by their own family members.
Data Collection Report Sources include the National Human Trafficking
Hotline, General Public, the Mississippi Department of Child Protection
Services, Law Enforcement Officers, and MBI Agents.

Recruiting Locations
• Schools
• Shopping
Centers
• Coffee
Shops
• Juvenile
Courts
• Bus
Stations
• Big Events:
Concerts,
Sporting
events, etc.

• Internet
• Traffickers are on
social media.
• Pretending that
they want to
date you
• They are
advertising jobs
• Modeling
• Acting
• Be in a music
video
30
Shared Hope International

Social Media
The Amazon Wish List can serve many purposes. It can
be used as your own personal save-for-later list, which
contains your list of things to buy or save for. A wish list is
created and buyers buy the items on the individuals wish
list they would like them to "model”. This will link them to
paid private video sites such as OnlyFans, SnapChat
Premium, and Patreon.
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Social Media

OnlyFans is a content subscription service based in London, England. Content creators can
earn money from users who subscribe to their content—the "fans". It allows content creators
to receive funding directly from their fans on a monthly basis as well as one-time tips and the
pay-per-view (PPV) feature.
The service is popular with and commonly associated with sex workers.
A BBC Three documentary alleged that a third of Twitter profiles globally advertising
'nudes4sale' (or similar) belong to underage individuals, many of whom used OnlyFans to
share their content.
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Social Media

Patreon is an American membership platform that provides
business tools for content creators to run a subscription
service. It helps creators and artists earn a monthly income by
providing rewards and perks to their subscribers.
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Social Media

Premium Snapchat is a coded term used by people
selling private content on snapchat and a host of other
related platforms. Setting up prices for premium
snapchats is an objective venture. It is suggested that
you place your pricing somewhere between $10 to $30 a
month.
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How Are Child Victims
Recruited?
o The adult recruits the minor and begins the grooming process to develop control
and indoctrinate her into his lifestyle.
o
o
o
o

attention and praise
lifestyle promises: clothing, money, exciting life with no parental rules
may begin as a romantic relationship with the trafficker
trafficker may create and facilitate addiction by supplying drugs/alcohol

o Trafficker convinces her that it is “natural” for her to engage in prostitution and
other commercial sexual activities as a way to support her “new” family.
o Once she becomes “successful” in this role, the adult will persuade her to help
recruit other children.
o If this process is not interrupted, she will become, to the pimp, a “bottom-bitch”
or “head-girl” in the prostitution ring.
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• Most minor victims don’t want to tell anyone
• They are often mislabeled
• Common misconceptions:
• Prostitute, promiscuous
• They have to be a gang member or a
juvenile delinquent
• They will be a runaway
• Victims are always female
• This only happens in other countries
• The teen puts themselves in a dangerous
situation

Potential Sex Trafficking
Indicators
• Significantly older boyfriend
• Evidence of controlling
behavior
• Travel with older male (not
guardian)
• Inconsistent stories
• Lies about age/possesses
false ID

• Excess amount of cash or pre-paid
credit cards
• New high-end clothing
• Chronic runaway
• Multiple delinquency charges
• Lives in hotels or is constantly
roaming from place to place
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Potential Sex Trafficking
Indicators
• Hotel keys
• Multiple phones or social media
accounts
• Isolation from friends & family
• Has new “sisters” or “sister wives”
who share her “boyfriend” or live
with her
• Strong feelings of love or loyalty to
trafficker

• Child has in-depth knowledge of
streets
• They speak the street lingo:
stable, family, Daddy, incalls,
outcalls, turned out, the life, etc.
• Changes in the child’s
appearance, friend groups, socioeconomic status, level of
sexualization, activities,
relationship to authority
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Potential Sex Trafficking
Indicators
• Poor Physical Health
• Exhibits unexplained injuries or
signs of prolonged/untreated
illness or disease
• Appears malnourished
• Shows signs of physical and/or
sexual abuse, physical restraint,
confinement, or torture
• Sexually transmitted disease
• Substance abuse issues

•

•

•
•
•

Poor Mental Health or
Abnormal Behavior
Exhibits unusually fearful,
anxious, depressed,
submissive, tense, or
nervous/paranoid behavior
Exhibits fearful or anxious
behavior at any reference
to “law enforcement”
Avoids eye contact
Exhibits a flat affect 39

Potential Sex Trafficking
Indicators
• Descriptions of multiple
sexual partners
• Overtly sexual online
profile/sexually provocative
pictures on phone or online
accounts
• 3rd party control of identity
documents
• Gang signs/affiliation

• Special marked tattoos
•

Back of neck,
underarm, ankle, above
breasts and/or vaginal
line

•

Matching tattoos
w/suspect
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Early Child
Maltreatment,
Runaway
Youth and Risk
of Delinquency

• Research suggests that teenage runaways often leave home
to avoid further physical or sexual abuse (Hammer, Finkelhor,
& Sedlak, 2002).
• After running away from home, adolescents face many
challenges on the streets. Many engage in deviant or risky
behaviors, such as panhandling, shoplifting, selling drugs,
theft, and commercial sex as a means of survival (Hagan,
McCarthy, Parker, & Climenhage, 1997).

MBI SVU Regional Contact Information

Paula Broome
Special Assistant Attorney General
Prosecutor & Law Enforcement Training Division
Paula.Broome@ago.ms.gov
(601) 359-3004 (o)

