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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE & SCHOOL LAW REVIEW│April 25-26
The Mississippi School Boards Association will hold the Legislative Update & School
Law Review Conference on April 25-26, 2022. Choose to attend virtually or in-person
at the Hilton Jackson in Jackson, MS. This important annual meeting is an opportunity
to expand your advocacy network and to gain insight about how to comply with laws
affecting your role in education.
On Monday, April 25, the Early Bird Seminar will feature two sessions you don't want
to miss, Evaluating the Board Attorney (Denotris R. Jackson, M.Ed., MSBA Executive
Director; and Jim Keith, MSBA General Counsel, and Partner, Adams and Reese, LLP),
and Legal Matters Impacting the School Environment: Bullying, Student Discipline,
Employee Matters, First Amendment Rights, and Social Media (Adams and Reese,
LLP Education Team: Jim Keith, John S. Hooks, KaShonda L. Day, and Elizabeth Lee
Maron).
On Tuesday, April 26, participants will hear about the following:
• Cybersecurity and Malware Issues
Roy E. Hadley, Jr., Special Counsel, Adams and Reese, LLP
• Title IX Issues
Elizabeth Lee Maron, Partner, Adams and Reese, LLP
• Remediating Special Needs and Low Performing Students
KaShonda Day, Partner, Adams and Reese, LLP
• Understanding Mississippi Ethics Laws
Tom Hood, Executive Director and Chief Counsel, Mississippi Ethics Commission
• Hot Legal Issues: Medical Marijuana, Redistricting, Desegregation
Orders, Board Member Overreach, and other Current Legal Issues
Jim Keith, MSBA General Counsel, and Partner, Adams and Reese, LLP; and
John S. Hooks, Partner and Education Team Leader, Adams and Reese, LLP
• Overview of Legislation Impacting School Districts
Austin Gilbert, MSBA Manager of Policy and Governmental Relations
Don't miss your opportunity to attend this important conference! For complete details
and to register, please visit the MSBA website, msbaonline.org.
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AABC Annual Conference
Hats Off to You!

School district administrative assistants, board clerks, and superintendent
secretaries — Hats off to you! Your multifaceted role in your school district
is cap-tivating! Please join us on May 2-3 for the annual Administrative
Assistants and Board Clerks (AABC) Conference. Register to attend
virtually or in-person at the MSBA Building in Ridgeland, MS. This conference
for school district office professionals is designed to nurture super-visor skills,
offer problem-solving techniques, and strengthen interpersonal skills.
Attendees will leave the conference beret-good with practical strategies for
more efficient management of their everyday responsibilities.
It's no headscratcher... Go a-head and visit msbaonline.org to register toupee!

AABC Appreciation Week is April 24-30, 2022
The Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA) has designated the week of April 24-30,
2022, as School District Administrative Assistants and Board Clerks (AABC) Appreciation Week.
We encourage you and your district to participate in this event.
MSBA has developed resources to help school districts recognize these extraordinary personnel!
To view the resources, please visit msbaonline.org.

MDE Announces 2022 Administrator
and Teacher of the Year

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) announced on April 1 the 2022
Mississippi Administrator of the Year (MAOY) as Kara Killough (pictured right),
principal of Northwest Rankin Elementary School in the Rankin County School District,
and the 2022 Mississippi Teacher of the Year (MTOY) as Brittany Morgan of Petal High
School in the Petal School District.
The annual Mississippi Administrator of the Year program honors an administrator who
demonstrates superior ability to inspire teachers, to employ exemplary leadership practices and to participate
as an active member of the community. The recipient receives a $5,000 stipend and shares expertise through
various presentations and activities for the improvement of education in the state.
The annual Mississippi Teacher of the Year program recognizes exemplary teachers in the state who
inspire students, demonstrate leadership both inside and outside the classroom and serve as active members
of the community. The award recipient also receives a $5,000 stipend and will share expertise through
various presentations and activities. Morgan will represent Mississippi in the National Teacher of the Year
competition.
In describing her personal philosophy, Killough stated, “Connections are the key to unlocking potential
in all students. When educators challenge, support and inspire their learners, they become the student’s
biggest champions. Educators also need champions themselves for encouragement and motivation, so they
can continue to share their passion of learning. The field of education is a beautiful place to partner with
others and make a powerful difference in the world around us.”
For more information, please visit mdek12.org.
Source: MDE, April 1, 2022
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MSBA BOARD MEMBER

Spotlight
SHELIA RILEY

DeSoto County School District
Shelia Riley has served on the DeSoto County School Board since 2012. She retired from the School
District in 2010 after 28 years. She worked in the classroom then moved on to the Central Office.
Shelia, her husband, and their two sons all graduated from DeSoto County Schools. She and her
husband have six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
How long have you been a board member — your local school board and MSBA?
I have been a board member of the DeSoto County School Board since 2012. This is my fifth year to
serve on the MSBA Board of Directors and I am currently serving as the 2021-2022 Vice-President.
What initially motivated you to become a school board member?
I believed my experience in the classroom, in the Central Office, and as a parent would help me decide
what was best for the students, teachers, and the community.
What is the other job you have outside of board member duties?
I am involved in my church and with my family.
Who was the one adult you looked up to as a child and why?
My dad. He had to quit school to help my grandfather farm and he hated not graduating. DeSoto
County Schools started a GED program and even though my dad was a grown man, he attended
the program and received his GED. He was so happy.
Who inspires you as an adult and why?
My husband. He is my cheerleader and he is so proud of my accomplishments.
What is your earliest childhood education memory?
I attended a rural elementary school where the first and second grade were in the same room. If I didn’t
like my first grade teacher, I wasn’t going to like my second grade teacher either.
Was there a teacher who made an impact in your life? If yes, who is the person and what type of
impact did he/she make?
My seventh grade math teacher. I never made an "A" in math until that year. She taught that math could
be fun and you didn’t have to work the same problem like your classmates to get the right answer.
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Mississippi School Boards Association

2022 STUDENT ESSAY & SPE

T

he Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA) Board of Directors established the
MSBA Student Essay & Speaking Contest in 2019 to recognize and to reward outstanding
students in each of the four Mississippi Congressional Districts. The contest offers a $1,000 prize and is
designed to provide an opportunity for 11th and 12th grade students in the public schools of Mississippi
to express creative ideas and concepts, conduct research, think critically, and practice public speaking
skills. The topic this year was, Is dependence on technology making the human race less intelligent?
There were 24 applicants from across the state who were judged by a panel of four retired English teachers
who had a combined teaching experience of 100 years. The winning students presented their speeches to
an audience of school board members and administrators at the MSBA 50th Annual Conference at the
Hilton Jackson in Jackson, MS, on February 22-23, 2022. The 2022 MSBA Student Essay & Speaking
Contest Mississippi Congressional District winners are as follows:

~ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 1 ~
Jake Moore, New Albany High School
Jake Moore is a senior from New Albany High School (NAHS) in the
New Albany School District. He has recently been selected as the Star
Student for NAHS. He is in the marching band, competes on the cross
country team, serves as the student council parliamentarian, is president
of the Future Business Leaders of America Club, and has been a lead cast
member for four years in the NAHS musical. He also recently received
the Bonnie Carew Spirit of Excellence Award from the Mississippi Rural
Scholars program. Jake plans to attend Mississippi State University and
major in biomedical engineering.

~ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 2 ~
Kayla Rudd, South Panola High School
Kayla Rudd is a junior from South Panola High School (SPHS) in the
South Panola School District. She is a member of the SPHS 2021-2022
Sideline and Competitive National Championship Cheerleading Squad.
She serves as Captain of the squad. She is also a member of the high
school competitive choir which holds a superior ranking. In addition,
she is a member of the ACT 21 Plus Club, National Honor Society,
Beta Club, National Technical Honor Society, and Student Council.
After graduation in May 2023 with a Distinguished High School
Diploma, Kayla plans to attend Mississippi State University to study
veterinary medicine.
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EAKING CONTEST WINNERS
~ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 3 ~
Jalen Nixon, Quitman High School
Jalen Nixon is a senior from Quitman High School (QHS) in the
Quitman School District. He is a member of the National Honor
Society, Mu Alpha Theta, and the National Beta Club. Jalen was
recognized at the National Youth Leadership Forum for his academic
success and commitment to the field of engineering. He was selected
to represent QHS at the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Conference.
He won 1st place in the FBLA State Leadership Conference in the area
of Business Calculations. During fall semester, he was crowned as the
first ever Quitman High Prince for Homecoming 2021. Jalen plans to
graduate from Quitman High School as a Mississippi Scholar with a
Distinguished Academic Endorsement Diploma. He will attend Mississippi State University in the
area of software engineering with an eye on a master’s degree in computer science.

~ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4 ~
Holden Mattison, Vancleave High School
Holden Mattison is a senior from Vancleave High School (VHS) in
the Jackson County School District. He is a member of the National
Honor Society, captain of the tennis team, member of the ACT 30
Plus Club, and serves as president of the Spanish Club and the VHS
Key Club. He has the highest average in Honors Biology, English 1
and 2, Honors Geometry, Human A and P, and Honors US History.
Holden is a mentor in the VHS B.U.D.S. Mentorship program.
Holden’s immediate goal is to graduate as class valedictorian and then
to attend college to possibly pursue a career in dentistry.

MSBA President Cecil Lizana presented each student winner with a $1,000 prize during the MSBA 50th Annual Conference on
February 22-23, 2022. To learn more about the MSBA Student Essay & Speaking Contest, visit msbaonline.org.
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Lauderdale County School District
Makes History with New Solar Paneling

auderdale County School District (LCSD) made history by powering
on the largest on-site solar array at a Mississippi school district.
The district celebrated the new 223.7–kW array on the grounds of Northeast
Middle School by hosting a “Flip the Switch” ceremony with solar partner
Entegrity and members of the community.
LCSD teamed up with Entegrity in 2019 to implement an energy savings performance contract that
included district-wide upgrades, including LED lighting, HVAC upgrades, security system updates, and
water conservation efforts. A crucial part of funding the improvements, the array will offset approximately
35% of Northeast Middle School’s energy consumption and save LCSD approximately $30,000 annually,
bringing their total annual project savings to over $570,000.
Dr. John-Mark Cain, LCSD Superintendent, stated, “When we first started our partnership with
Entegrity, we knew facility improvements were needed, but we wanted to see how far efficiency could go
for our schools. This new on-site array will give students new education opportunities, as teachers can now
utilize solar in their curriculum—and show off a real-life example in the school’s backyard. Combined with
extensive renovations, we feel this project has transformed our district.”
Source: WTOK, March 3, 2022

T

Pascagoula-Gautier School District
Named District of Innovation

he Pascagoula-Gautier School District (PGSD) was recently named a
“District of Innovation” for its cutting-edge education methods. According
to PGSD, it’s the only Mississippi Gulf Coast school district with the distinction.
“There are a lot of different opportunities for our children here,” said PascagoulaGautier School District Superintendent Wayne Rodolfich. “We try to have the
most diverse offerings for career pathways.”
Partnerships with companies like Ingalls, McDonald’s, and Singing River Federal Credit Union give
students on-the-job experience before they graduate. Some even get paid.
“Right now we have roughly 130 students doing some form of work-based learning,” said CTE Director
Derek Read. “We have a CNA program right now with our two-year nursing students. And they graduate
with a nursing degree, get hired by Singing River Health System as a CNA when they turn 18, making
around $33,000-$34,000 a year.”
“It’s good to see whenever you have a plan, a strategic plan, and it’s implemented properly. The sky is the
limit for our students here, and we’re able to do some wonderful things for our children,” Rodolfich said.
“The focus for everything we do is to try to improve the quality of life for our children in the PascagoulaGautier School District.”
Superintendent Wayne Rodolfich said the district also formed the first drone program in the state.
Students can now earn FAA certification.
Source: WLOX, March 17, 2022
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Simpson County School District Announces
Two Schools as PREP Award Recipients

impson County School District (SCSD) is proud to announce that two of its
schools were recently selected as recipients of the Program of Research and
Evaluation for Public Schools (PREPS) Growth Award.
The PREPS Award recognizes schools who have demonstrated growth on the
Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP), which measures students’
achievement in English, math, science, and history, even during the pandemic.
Magee High School received the Algebra I Growth Award for having 33 percent
of its students measured as proficient and advanced during the 2021-22 School Year. In 2018-19, only 10
percent of Algebra I students were proficient and advanced. Algebra I is taught by teacher Kristy Thurman.
Mendenhall High School received the Biology I Growth Award for having 43 percent of its students
measured as proficient and advanced during the 2021-22 School Year. In 2018-19, only 33 percent of
Biology I students were proficient and advanced. Biology I is taught by teacher Katelynn Foster.
“We are very proud of these two innovative teachers for making such a significant increase in the proficiency
level of their students,” said Dr. Deirdre Randall, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction.
“We look forward to how they will continue to grow our students in the years ahead.”
Both schools were presented with certificates during the regular SCSD Board Meeting held on Thursday,
March 10.
Source: SCSD, March 11, 2022

Education & Enterprise Technology Solutions
75
65

“Big City Tech, Small Town Touch”
855-997-0199 | Morgan City, LA | www.aetouch.com
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Southern Region Leadership Conference
July 24-26, 2022 • New Orleans, LA

A conference for School Board Members, Superintendents, and
Education Leaders in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi

R

egistration is NOW OPEN for
the Southern Region Leadership
Conference on July 24-26, 2022, at the
Hilton New Orleans Riverside in New
Orleans, LA!
Come prepared to join decision-makers
from Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi
school districts to explore trends in education
and to learn about pressing hot topics
relevant to the upcoming school year.
Attendees will also have the chance to
network face-to-face with fellow attendees
and to peruse the products and services
displayed by vendors. You will find the
latest in innovative technology and support
services of all kinds, specifically geared
toward education.

SOUTHERN
REGION
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
New
Hosted by:

Orle ns
July 24-26, 2022
Hilton
New Orleans
Riverside

To register, please visit msbaonline.org.

CSBA School Law Seminar
Thursday, May 12, 2022

T

Attend virtually or in-person at the MSBA Building in Ridgeland, MS!

he Council of School Board Attorneys' (CSBA)
Annual Seminar has been a regular annual event for
many of the state’s school board attorneys. It is essential to
stay on top of issues that could potentially pose threats to
your school district client, which is one of the reasons why
the CSBA Seminar on School Law is the “go-to” resource for
staying up-to-date on school legal matters.
Topics will include Legal Updates on Recent Court Cases,
Audit Compliance Issues, Policy & Legislative Updates,
COSA/NSBA Update, 16th Section Land Issues, Title IX,
Mississippi Ethics Laws, and Hottest Legal Issues Facing
School Districts.
The CSBA School Law Seminar will be held on May 12, 2022. This year, participants will be able to attend
virtually or in-person at the MSBA Building in Ridgeland, MS. To register, please visit msbaonline.org.
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Policy Manual Maintenance: Regular Reviewing is Key!

T

hough school boards have many roles, they are primarily a governing and
policy making entity. The school board is the only body that can officially
adopt policies for the school district. By putting policies in place, the school board
sets the tone and the direction of the school district. Policy review is one of the more
important, yet often forgotten, factors in the policy process. But how often should
boards review their current policy manual?
School boards should think of the policy process like the care of a car. Like the
many types of policies that are needed for the district to operate effectively, there are
multiple parts that are required to make a car run effectively. Policies that are required by state and federal
law are more like the engine of the car. These policies must be adopted and are at a minimum required to
make the car engine function. Next, one level down are policies that are not officially required under law but
are necessary for the operation of the school district. Examples of these policies are the fiscal management
and instructional policies. These policies serve as gasoline as they are the fuel which makes the district move
on a daily basis.
Policy review is more like maintenance of the car. In order to take care of a vehicle, the oil must be changed
and different parts must be replaced. School boards need to regularly review their policy manual in order
to rescind policies that are no longer useful, update policies in accordance with laws and regulations, and to
ensure that their policies are still aligned with the mission of the school district.
School boards should aim to review each section of their policies yearly. By completing the review in
sections by breaking up the larger sections, school board members can review the entire manual without
getting fatigued or bogged down. The Mississippi School Boards Association maintains a sample policy
review calendar which is available for any school board as a guide in the review process.
For more information, please contact Austin Gilbert, MSBA Policy Manager, at agilbert@msbaonline.org or 601-924-2001.

Mississippi Attorney General Opinions and Policy
LY N N FI TC H
Attor ne y Ge ne ral of Mississippi • ag o.state.ms.us

Q:

Does Section 43-37-3(c) of the Mississippi
Code permit the District to pay an amount in excess
of the average of the two appraisals, or is the District
restricted from paying more than the average of the
two appraisals as dictated by Section 37-7-301(aa)?

A:

Pursuant to Section 37-7-301(aa), the District
may not pay a purchase price in excess of the average of
the two appraisals.
Attorney General’s Opinion to Watson, December 10, 2021

Q:

1. Does the phrase “upon application from the
school board,” within Mississippi Code Annotated
Section 37-13-65, forbid school superintendents from
closing schools prior to the board’s approval?

2. Is there any emergency situation that would allow
a school superintendent to close school prior to the
school board’s approval?

A:

1. Yes. A superintendent may only close
schools pursuant to Section 37-13-65 based upon an
application from the school board.
2. No. A superintendent is only granted authority to
close schools in emergency situations in accordance
with Sections 37-13-64 and 37-13-65, both of which
require prior school board action.
Attorney General’s Opinion to Pulley, November 17, 2021
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Earn Board Member Credit
Before the School Year Ends
If you are a new school board member and have not
attended the required 12 hour Basic Course for New School
Board Members or if you have not earned the required
six (6) CEU hours of Board Member Training for the
2021-2022 school year, there are just a few options left:

CBD Training: Effective Boards Ask Good Questions
April 30, 2022 • Cleveland, MS
May 14, 2022 • Tupelo, MS
June 25, 2022 • Ridgeland, MS

CBD Training: The Power of Communication —
What Message Are You Sending?
April 30, 2022 • Cleveland, MS
May 14, 2022 • Tupelo, MS
June 25, 2022 • Ridgeland, MS

Basic Course for New School Board Members
June 10-11, 2022 • Ridgeland, MS

Online Classes

Online courses will remain open until June 30, 2022. On July 1, they will be taken
down to undergo maintenance and will not be back up until August 1, 2022.

All CEU coursework must be completed by June 30, 2022. Not completing these
required hours of training places your district in jeopardy of an accreditation violation
and forces your removal from the school board.

For more information or to register, visit msbaonline.org.
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Literacy Is a Journey, Not a Race
Scholastic Education Solutions is proud to support your work to engage all learners with effective teaching
tools that provide personalized and equitable learning experiences.
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Comprehensive Literacy
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in the
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•Lions
baghave manes;
some
one, does not end
answers:
2. Mama bear gets
the action word.
(take, more than
(Possible
-s to
a walk. wants
take
1.bears
Ms. J.
Weinstein
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words, phrases, or sentences

key idea: what the text

is mostly about

21/10/19
11:00

AM

21/10/19
11:00

AM

PreK On My Way is a NEW full-year

Scholastic Literacy is a unique

The Rising Voices Library provides

curriculum available in English and

blended approach to standards-informed

students in Grades K–5 with high-

Spanish that engages children with

comprehensive literacy instruction that

interest, culturally relevant texts that

authentic books and purposeful play to

empowers students in Grades K–6 to

celebrate the stories of the historically

develop a lifelong love of learning.

become confident independent thinkers,

underrepresented.

readers, and writers.

For more information, product samples, or a consultation, please contact your Scholastic Education Solutions partner:

Todd Zorros
Photo ©: Cultura RM Exclusive/Igor Emmerich/Getty Images

TZorros@scholastic.com

469-503-0863
4543-02 11/21
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You deserve
a specialist.

Will O’Reilly, Sales Manager • Scott Miley, Sales Manager
South Mississippi Branch Office
101 Lake Ct., #A
Flowood, MS 39232
800-959-1468 • 601-932-8090
americanfidelity.com

MKTG-229-0221

update |14

The
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S
CORNER

Counting the Cost

Things to Consider Before
Applying to Become a Superintendent

S

chool boards governance responsibilities are vast and
include: setting the vision, mission, and goals of the
school district; adoption and/or approval of the budget,
policies, and personnel; and adoption and/or approval of a
curriculum that promotes student achievement. However,
the most important assignment of the school board is
to hire a superintendent to implement the priorities
of the school board. The superintendent is responsible
for developing strategies to accomplish the work.
The board monitors goals and evaluates the superintendent.
Sounds simple enough, right? Maybe.
On July 1, 2022, more than 20 superintendents will take
office in Mississippi public school districts. The current
superintendents are departing/retiring for different reasons
— from pandemic fatigue to strained board relations.
Whatever the reason, aspiring superintendents should
take note.
A wise man once asked, “For which of you, desiring to build
a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether
he has enough to complete it?” Before applying to become a
superintendent, a wise administrator may want to consider
the following:
1. Do I want to be a superintendent of any
school district or the superintendent of this
school district? Is this simply a personal goal?
Or, is this an opportunity to make a difference
in the lives of students?
2. Do I meet the legal qualifications to be a
superintendent as outlined in Mississippi
Code of 1972 37-9-13?
3. How do I meet the advertised criteria as
set by the school board?
4. Is this the right time for me to become
a superintendent?
5. Do I have the necessary skill set to move this
district forward academically?
6. Have I done my homework on the district for
which I am applying?

7. Why am I a good fit for this school district
and community?
8. Am I dedicated to the students, staff, and
community for which I am applying?
9. What are the expectations of the
school board?
10. Can I work collaboratively with the
school board?
11. What are the community expectations of
the superintendent?
12. Is my family willing to live in this
community served by the school district?
13. Will my children attend schools in
the district?
14. Am I willing to make sacrifices that may
impact my personal life?
15. How will I respond to criticism by the public
on social media?
16. What will I do if I am not selected?
17. If I am selected and not successful, how will
my future career opportunities suffer?
While requirements are different for each school board,
district, and community, these questions and others are
posed to help aspiring superintendents consider the level of
commitment required to move to the next level. If any of
the questions give you pause, it is time for reflection.
Applying to be a superintendent is a personal and
professional decision which requires a personal and
professional commitment. The superintendent must
commit to serve the students, to work cooperatively with
the board members to accomplish the district goals, and to
fulfill the terms of the contract.
School board members expect the commitment of the
superintendent. So, before you apply, count the cost.
Are you ready and willing to commit?
— Denotris R. Jackson, M.Ed.,
MSBA Executive Director
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