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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE & SCHOOL LAW REVIEW
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE│April 26-27
Mississippi School Boards Association will
hold the Legislative Update & School Law Review
Conference, virtually, on April 26-27. Come
prepared to hear about decisions of lawmakers in
the 2021 Mississippi Legislature, recent local and
national court rulings, changes in federal and state
guidelines, and much more!
This important annual meeting is an opportunity to expand your advocacy network
and to gain insight about how to comply with laws affecting your role in education.
Dr. Thomas Dobbs, State Health Officer, Mississippi State Department of Health,
will be the featured presenter at the Early Bird session on April 26. He will provide
school leaders with important medical marijuana updates and will suggest how school
districts should prepare for the 2021-2022 school year. Jim Keith, Esq., MSBA General
Counsel, and Partner at Adams and Reese, LLP, will join Austin Gilbert, Esq., MSBA
Policy and Legislative Manager, and Anissa Young, MSBA Insurance Program Manager,
for a discussion on how to navigate disciplining employees and students on the issue of
medical marijuana.
On April 27, Pete Smith, Chief of Communications and Governmental Relations,
Mississippi Department of Education, and Deborah Rigsby, Program Director of
Lobbying and Federal Legislation, National School Boards Association, will conduct
sessions which will provide an overview of the 2021 Mississippi and Federal legislation,
and how local school districts will be affected.

Deborah Rigsby

National School Boards Association

Dr. Thomas Dobbs

Mississippi State Department
of Health

Jim Keith, Esq.

MSBA General Counsel

Tom Hood, Esq., Executive Director and Chief Counsel for the Mississippi Ethics
Commission will discuss how school leaders can avoid ethics law violations. He will provide
guidance for school leaders to ensure they are complying with state ethics laws.
Don't miss your opportunity to attend this important conference! For complete details
and to register, please visit the MSBA website, msbaonline.org.

Pete Smith

Mississippi Department of Education
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CREDITS: Some items in this issue may have come from resources
outside MSBA’s organization. MSBA uses news items from the National
School Boards Association, Mississippi Department of Education, or
those submitted by school districts. The Update is published quarterly
as a resource for school board members and administrators throughout
Mississippi. Comments and suggestions are welcomed.
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AABC Virtual Conference

It's a BIRD... It's a PLANE... No, it's almost that time AGAIN!

School district administrative assistants and
board clerks — this is your time to FLY! Mark
your calendars for May 3-4 to attend this year’s
AABC Virtual Conference. This conference for
MARVELOUS school district office professionals
is designed to nurture leadership, offer problemsolving techniques, and STRENGTHEN
interpersonal skills.
Attendees will leave the conference
OUTFITTED with practical strategies for more
efficient management of their everyday SUPER
responsibilities. Come prepared to hear about

Parliamentary Procedures, School Board
Elections, Policy & Legislative Updates, Legal
Hot Topics, OAgendas, and more!
Hurry! Don't Delay! ZAP on over and register
today at msbaonline.org.
Speaker Highlight:

MAGGIE WADE
Emmy-nominated
News Anchor, WLBT

AABC Appreciation Week is April 18-24, 2021
The Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA) has designated the week of April 18-24, 2021, as
School District Administrative Assistants and Board Clerks (AABC) Appreciation Week. We encourage
you and your district to participate in this event.
MSBA has developed resources to help school districts recognize these extraordinary personnel! To view
the resources, please visit msbaonline.org.

Congratulations to the DeSoto County School Board
and Natchez-Adams School Board
Congratulations to the DeSoto County School Board and Natchez-Adams School Board for adopting
the MSBA Professional Governance Standards (PGS)! By adopting the standards, the Board of Trustees of
these boards believe that its primary responsibility is to act in the best interest of every student in the district.
These Boards also have made major commitments to parents/guardians, all members of the community,
employees, the state of Mississippi, laws pertaining to public education, and established policies of the district.
To maximize Board effectiveness and public confidence in district governance, Board members are expected to
govern responsibly and to hold themselves to the highest standards of ethical conduct.
These Boards expect its members to work with each other and the Superintendent to ensure that a highquality education is provided to each student.

Pictured from left-right are members of the DeSoto County School
Board: Charles R. Barton, District 5; Ann O. Jolley, District 3;
Shelia Riley, District 4; Michele Henley, District 2; and
Milton Nichols, District 1
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Pictured from left-right are members of the Natchez-Adams School
Board: Thelma S. Newsome, Secretary; Dr. Brenda Robinson,
Assistant Secretary; Amos James, Jr., President; Phillip West,
Vice President; and Dr. Cecile Dianne Bunch, Member

MSBA BOARD MEMBER

Spotlight
LEROY MATTHEWS, JR.

Quitman County School District
Leroy Matthews, Past President of the Quitman County School District Board of Trustees, was the district’s
superintendent for 12 years before retiring. An educator for more than 30 years, Matthews earned a B.A.
degree from the University of Mississippi and M.A. and Specialist degrees from Delta State University. He is
a retired National Guardsman and serves on the Board of Directors of the Mississippi Non-Commissioned
Officers Association of the National Guard. He and his wife Linda have four adult children.
How long have you been a board member — your local school board and MSBA?
I have been a board member of the Quitman County School Board since 2010. This is my ninth year to serve
on the MSBA Board of Directors and I am currently serving as the 2020-2021 MSBA Board President.
What initially motivated you to become a school board member?
I was asked to consider being a candidate for the Quitman County School Board by a group of citizens
who felt that with 28 years as an Administrator and Superintendent, I would be an asset to the Quitman
County School Board.
What is the other job you have outside of board member duties?
I am a retired educator and a retiree of the Mississippi Army National Guard.
Who was the one adult you looked up to as a child and why?
The adult who inspired me the most as a child was my mother’s youngest brother. He spent a great
deal of time with me while I was very young and during elementary school. I found myself following
in his footsteps to some degree.
Who inspires you as an adult and why?
My high school football coach resigned the night of my last football game and started a new career working
for the U. S. Government. It happened that my first teaching job was in the town where he had gone to
work in his new career field. I was able to maintain a close relationship with him until he passed away.
What is your earliest childhood education memory?
My earliest childhood education memories are of a group of teachers who were kind, caring, and made
every effort to make every student feel that they were special.
Was there a teacher who made an impact in your life? If yes, who is the person and what type of
impact did he/she make?
My high school football coach who was also an assistant principal and the high school disciplinarian, probably
made the greatest impact on my life. I followed his footsteps in a teaching career and an administrative career.
update | 5

MSBA Presidents Rise to the

NATIONAL PRESIDENCY

In the 50-year history of the Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA), two leaders
have become president of the National School Boards Association (NSBA) based in the
Washington, DC, area. NSBA members are state school board associations across the United
States which serve 90,000 school board members who represent 50 million students in public
schools. Approximately 20 years separated the terms of the first president, Dr. E. Harold
Fisher and the term of Ms. Miranda Beard.

Dr. E. Harold Fisher
Dr. E. Harold Fisher’s commitment to the education of Mississippi’s
children began in 1955 as a classroom teacher and Assistant Principal in the
Yazoo City School District, and later as State Supervisor for Elementary
Education, President of Blue Mountain College from 1965-2001,
State Director of AdvancED, and Executive Director of the Mississippi
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.
In 1984, Dr. Fisher, was elected MSBA President. A true governance
leader, Dr. Fisher, served on the South Tippah School District Board
of Trustees from 1988-2001, serving as President for the majority of his
time on the board. Dr. Fisher extended his service to improving public
education for Mississippi’s children by serving as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA), in the offices of Secretary, Vice-President,
and President, and selflessly devoted his knowledge, time, and talents as an advocate for all children for
more than 10 years.
In 1992, Dr. Fisher became the first President of the National School Boards Association (NSBA)
from Mississippi.
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NSBA PRESIDENTS
Dr. Fisher’s continued loyalty and unwavering commitment to MSBA include serving as Chair of
the Worker’s Compensation Trust, MSBA Basic and Continuing Education Faculty, Superintendent
Search Consultant, and the Official “Administrator of Oaths” for new officers at the MSBA Fall
Leadership Conference Annual Delegate Assembly.
In 2011, Dr. Fisher received the MSBA Friend of Education Award for his tireless efforts in
public education.

Miranda A. Beard
Miranda A. Beard served as a member of the Laurel School District
for 20 years. She was elected to serve on the MSBA Board of Directors
in 2008. Her passion and advocacy for children was immediately
recognized. She quickly rose through the ranks as an officer and was
elected president in 2011.
Miranda was first elected to the NSBA Board in April 2011 as
a director representing the Southern Region. In 2012, she was reelected to a three-year term. In April 2016, Miranda was the second
Mississippian to be named NSBA president.
In her role as president and NSBA director, she traveled to 44 states
in the U.S. as a leading voice and advocate for equity and excellence
in education for more than 50 million students in the nation’s schools. She represented 90,000 school
board members on a national education tour to Central and Western Europe and traveled on a mission
trip to the Dominican Republic in January 2018 to help the “Life Touch Organization” build a school
for children in an impoverished community.
Miranda is a graduate of the University of Mississippi with a degree in broadcast journalism with an
emphasis in public relations. She worked in various roles as a newscaster, producer, and assistant news
content director at a Hattiesburg television station.
Former Governor Kirk Fordice appointed Miranda as a commissioner to the Mississippi Employment
Security Commission, a position she held for eight years. She is on the advisory board for the Frances
Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at the University of Southern Mississippi and the advisory board
for the University of Southern Mississippi School of Mass Communication and Journalism. She is a
former member of the Board of Directors for the Greater Mississippi Girl Scouts and past president
of the Mississippi Associated Press Broadcasters Association. She is the owner and president of B&B
Consultants Inc.
During her time as president of the three boards, Miranda was frequently present at the Mississippi
State Capitol and United States Capitol advocating for students. In 2017, Miranda received the Friend
of Education Award from the Mississippi Association of School Administrators (MASA). A highly
sought after motivational speaker, Miranda travels the United States with the message of equity and
hope for all students.
“I have no regrets about the sacrifices and time invested to do what was best for all children,”
stated Beard upon her retirement from the Laurel Board of Trustees in 2019.
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Mississippi School Boards Association

CELEBRATING fifty YEARS
1971-2021

2

021 marks the fiftieth year that the Mississippi School Boards
Association (MSBA) has provided support to school boards. In this
issue, we would like to recognize those who have served as MSBA presidents
through the years.
The President chairs a 20-member board, composed of school board
members from each congressional district. The Board of Directors' integral
role is to assist school boards in reaching their highest potential in order to
bring success to each district's students and communities. Past Presidents
played vital roles in developing the MSBA mission, vision, goals, services, and growth of the organization.
The presidency of the Mississippi School Boards Association is not an honorary position. As the leader of
the MSBA Board of Directors, the President is the official representative of the Association at state and national
meetings. MSBA’s Presidents have spent countless hours on behalf of MSBA members, while juggling the
responsibility as MSBA president with personal life and the responsibilities as a member of the local school boards.
Locally, MSBA presidents play a vital role in establishing policies to ensure an efficient, effective, and safe
school system and in encouraging school leaders to commit themselves to goals and work for the betterment
of the district’s students.
We honor the current and past presidents of MSBA for their time, leadership, and efforts to ensure the
association holds steadfast to its mission and goals.
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MSBA BOARD PRESIDENTS: 1971-1992

Arch Dalrymple, Amory
1971-1973

Robert Wesley, Poplarville
1973-1974

Dr. Paul Shannon, New Albany
1975-1977

William O. Oliver, Kosciusko
1977-1979

Fred Carron, Biloxi
1979-1980

Henry Myles, Greenville
1980-1981

Bill Perkins, Senatobia
1982-1983

Vivian Valentine, Meridian
1983-1984

Dr. E. Harold Fisher, South Tippah
1984-1986

Dr. Milton Bradley, Cleveland
1986-1987

Col. Larry Roberts, Pass Christian
1987-1988

Cloma Mangum, Simpson County
1988-1989

Jo Taylor, Forest
1989-1990

Leonard Morris, South Panola
1990-1991

Doug Stewart, Picayune
1991-1992
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MSBA BOARD PRESIDENTS: 1992-2007

John Johnson, Greenwood
1992-1993

Claude Hartley, Tupelo
1993-1994

Remona Suttlar, Yazoo County
1994-1995

Fred Jenkins, Pearl River County
1995-1996

Ann Odom, Amory
1996-1997

Mercidees McTeer, Greenville
1997-1998

Earl Richard, Oxford
1998-1999

Jannette Adams, Columbus
1999-2000

Dewitt Hawkins, Senatobia
2000-2001

Glenda Barrett, Newton County
2001-2002

Gemma Beckley, Holly Springs
2002-2003

Roosevelt Ulmer, West Jasper
2003-2004

Paul Chamblee, Leake County
2004-2005

Ann O. Jolley, DeSoto County
2005-2006

Denotris Jackson, Clinton
2006-2007
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MSBA BOARD PRESIDENTS: 2007-2021

Julie Jordan, Columbus
2007-2008

Kenneth Fountain, Jackson County
2008-2009

Lygunnah Bean, South Panola
2009-2010

Marian Barksdale, Oxford
2010-2011

Miranda Beard, Laurel
2011-2012

Bobby Gault, New Albany
2012-2013

James Stubbs, Long Beach
2013-2014

Etta Taplin, North Pike
2014-2015

Sondra Odom, Pearl Municipal
2015-2016

David Duncan, South Tippah
2016-2017

Scott Bryan, Lawrence County
2017-2018

Jamelda Fulton, Western Line
2018-2019

Jan Vaughn, Greenville
2019-2020

Leroy Matthews, Jr., Quitman
2020-2021
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A conference for School Board Members, Superintendents, and
Education Leaders in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi
The Mississippi School Boards Association is excited to announce that registration is NOW OPEN for the
Southern Region Leadership Conference on July 18-20, 2021, at the Beau Rivage Resort in Biloxi, MS!
Come prepared to join decision-makers from Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi school districts to explore
trends in education and to learn about pressing hot topics relevant to the upcoming school year.
Attendees will also have the chance to network face-to-face with fellow attendees and to peruse the products
and services displayed by vendors. You will find the latest in innovative technology and support services of all
kinds, specifically geared toward education.
Mark your calendars and register today for this inspiring event at msbaonline.org.

CSBA School Law Seminar
May 11, 2021

T

he Council of School Board Attorneys' Annual
Seminar has been a regular annual event for many
of the state’s school board attorneys. It is essential to stay
on top of issues that could potentially pose threats to your
school district client, which is one of the reasons why the
CSBA Seminar on School Law is the “go-to” resource for
staying up-to-date on school legal matters.
This year, topics will include 16th Section Land, Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), Title IX
Issues, Child Internet Safety and Human Trafficking,
Ethics Laws, and more!
The CSBA School Law Seminar will be held on May 11th,
virtually. To register, please visit msbaonline.org.
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Presidential Leadership

M AT T E R S

T

his issue is dedicated to presidents, because Presidential
Leadership matters. As the president of your local
school board you have much responsibility. It is more than
holding a gavel and conducting a meeting. The presidency
requires commitment and an unwavering focus on success for
all students. Communities expect school boards to make wise
decisions in the best interest of all students and school boards
expect the president to provide strong leadership that ensures
these expectations are met.
Being a board president is not easy. Many dedicated board
members say the board presidency is simply not for them, due
to the extra time, energy, and skills required.
As board president, you provide the leadership to encourage
your members to fulfill the board’s responsibilities. The board’s
role is to set vision and goals, hire the superintendent, adopt
policies, and approve the budget and recommendations that
will meet present and future needs of students. Together, the
president and board set the stage for sound governance. The
president and superintendent, working together, encourage the
effectiveness of the board and the success of the school district.
One of the most important assets the president can use
to lead the board is positive relationships with fellow board
members. Each member brings to the board a unique
combination of experiences, knowledge, and expectations.
These differences may make cooperation difficult. Some board
members might want their personal interests considered.
Conflict may arise and involve board members, the president,
and the superintendent. The president’s responsibility is to
channel these divergent views into a team spirit that places
improving the school district first and foremost. It is the
president who provides the leadership that encourages both
the members of the board and the superintendent to model
the following NSBA characteristics of effective boards:
1. Commit to a vision of high expectations for student
achievement and quality instruction and define
clear goals toward that vision.
2. Share strong beliefs and values about what is
possible for students and their ability to learn, and
of the system and its ability to teach all children at
high levels.
3. Are accountability driven, spending less time
on operational issues and more time focused
on policies to improve student achievement.

4. Have a collaborative relationship with staff and the
community and establish a strong communications
structure to inform and engage both internal and
external stakeholders in setting and achieving
district goals.
5. Are data savvy; they embrace and monitor data,
even when the information is negative, and use it to
drive continuous improvement.
6. Align and sustain resources, such as professional
development, to meet district goals.
7. Lead as a united team with the superintendent, each
from their respective roles, with strong collaboration
and mutual trust.
8. Take part in team development and training to
build shared knowledge, values and commitments
for their improvement efforts.
Your leadership qualities helped get you where you are today
—a leader in your community and a leader on the school
board. As president, you have received a high honor, and with
proper preparation and understanding of your role, you will
meet this new responsibility. Lead well!
— Denotris R. Jackson, M.Ed., MSBA Executive Director

Want to grow in your role as board president?
Look for upcoming information on the new
MSBA Board Presidents Academy.
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E M P L O Y E R B E N E F I T S O L U T I O N S F O R E D U C AT I O N

Education
professionals
deserve a specialist.
You take care of your people. We know. Your
teachers and staff work hard—pulled in all
directions. You search for partners who ease your
workload and worry, while giving your colleagues
guidance and support. For more than 55 years,
the education community has turned to us for
employee benefits, education and enrollment
they can trust. Maybe you should, too?
Consider American Fidelity for a different opinion.
Help is here.
• Year-Round Benefits Enrollment Support
• Employee Benefits Education
• Customized Benefits Websites

Will O’Reilly, Sales Manager
Scott Miley, Sales Manager
Faith Grant, Regional Manager
South Mississippi Branch Office
101 Lake Ct., #A
Flowood, MS 39232
800-959-1468 • 601-932-8090
SB-30815-0117
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American Fidelity Assurance Company

A New K–6 Literacy Program

CREATING INDEPENDENT

NEW!
Scholastic Literacy is a comprehensive K–6 program
offering educators whole-class, small-group, and
independent learning instruction with authentic and
culturally relevant literature, integrated writing, and
digital resources to ensure that students develop the
skills they need to be lifelong independent readers,
writers, and critical thinkers.
For more inforrmation, please contact Account Execcutive Jalynn Davis-Jones :
JDavisJones@scholastic.com •225.236.8788

update |15

P.O. BOX 203 | CLINTON, MS 39060

Connect with us!
msbaonline.org

MSBA BOARD of DIRECTORS
Leroy Matthews, Jr.
Quitman County

President

Vice President

Cecil Lizana
Pass Christian Municipal

Secretary-Treasurer
Frank Davis
Corinth Municipal

Past President

Jan Vaughn
Greenville Municipal

DISTRICT 1
2019-2021
Shelia Riley
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